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EUROPE: A GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY

west. The river itself is extensively used for navigation, and helps to
link together its bordering territories. Guarding as it does the gateway
where the river leaves the mountains to enter the Hungarian plain,
Austria occupies an extremely strategic position. Today the Danube
serves so many countries that it has been internationalized, and the
commission which controls it is located at Wien.

GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS

The Alps are the dominant relief feature throughout most of
Austria. As a consequence, over two-thirds of the country has an
average elevation of over 3000 feet, and less than one-quarter of the
land is sufficiently level to permit cultivation. The only non-Alpine areas
are a small extension of the Swiss-Bavarian plateau in the north, and
a narrow fringe of the Danube lowlands in the east. Only in the latter
are there any extensive sections of land suitable for agriculture.

THE ALPS

Although the Austrian Alps are wider and lower than those of
Switzerland, the same types of formations exist. A central crystalline
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Cross section through the Austrian Alps.   (After S. Passarge.)

core is separated by valleys from parallel limestone ridges on both the
north and south. In the west the Austrian-Italian border runs along
the crest of the central crystalline range, and the southern valleys and
ridge are in Italy. To the east, in the province of Carinthia, the border
shifts south to the crest of the southern limestone ridge, thus including
both the northern and southern valleys in Austria. The longitudinal
valleys of the north drained by the Inn, the Salzach and the Enns, and
those of the south drained by the Mur and the Drava, are of great
importance to the country. They provide east and west transportation